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March/April Meetings 

  

SATURDAY, March 17, 2018 ð 10:00 AM 

 
Hosts:  John and Liz Logan 

         
 

SATURDAY, April 21, 2018 ð 10:00 AM 
 

Hosts:  Tom & Stephanie Chavez 

    

Photo Credit: Mel Boss 

Photo Credit: Rita Satulovsky 

V. Prez Jen Dietsch and Prez Jackie 

Feakins (l to r) strike a confident pose 
at the Turbo Hoses shop during the 

February 17, 2018, social/club meeting 
as they plan for an exiting 2018 year of 
GGLC events. 

Event coordinator Scott Hogben 

braces against the unusually cool and 
wet weather greeting participants at 

the Laguna Seca track day February 
26, 2018. 
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The Extraction of  

54/1517 
by Skip Thompson 

 I have always wanted to 

build a Lotus Europa. It is only 

natural then that I needed to 

learn a little bit about them and 

see if I could take one on as a 

project.   

 I joined the Europa Yahoo 

Group, and I lurked there as I 

read various discussions other 

members posted about their res-

torations.  Someone posted 

about a Europa he had bought 

from a widow with some other 

cars that the tow truck driver 

could not get so it was available 

cheap. One thing you should 

know about tow truck drivers is 

that they move cars, so I was 

very surprised to hear that this 

little car somehow could not be 

picked up.   

 I asked for some pictures, 

and I could see that the car was 

rough, but it was located in a 

little paved area and looked like 

it would be pretty easy to winch 

up on to my trailer. Most im-

portantly, the car looked very 

complete with all the glass, 

chrome, and trim in place. It 

was painted like a John Player 

Special, and it looked like 

someone had loved it at one 

time. 

 It was interesting, and I won-

dered how it came to be where 

it was; covered with lichen un-

der a tree in Southern Oregon. I 

gave it a little thought but de-

cided to pass and concentrate 

instead on finishing my Rx3. 

 Shortly after I decided to 

pass on the car because it was 

not the year I wanted, the owner 

called me.  Her name 

was Audrey and her 

husband, Carl, had 

died.  We had a con-

versation about the 

car and I found it had 

been used as an auto-

cross car. Ultimately, 

though, it was parked 

because it was re-

placed by a Formula 

Ford when Carl had 

moved up in his auto-

cross  ambitions.   
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 Audrey sent me her address, 

and I looked up her house on 

Google Earth to check how 

hard it would be to get the 

car. She had a long, curvy 

driveway, but there was a big 

paved area next to her house 

where I figured I could turn the 

truck and trailer around so as 

not to get stuck. Backing up 

with the trailer is tough, and I 

try to avoid doing it if I can.  I 

called Audrey and she said, 

"Oh, yes.  You can turn around 

there. The Lotus is there under 

a tree so you need to get over 

there anyway." 

 It was a Saturday morning 

when I set out. I rolled out of 

bed at 4 AM, hopped into the 

truck, and was gone before 

4:30.  The trip was a breeze, 

and I got up through Ashland 

and into Central Point, OR 

without any issues.  I listened to 

Authorized Caterham Dealer  

19676 Eighth St. East, Suite 102  

Authorized Caterham Dealer  

19676 Eighth St. East, Suite 102  

               (continued on p.4) 

Authorized Caterham Dealer  

19676 Eighth St. East, Suite 102  

 Audrey sounded pretty 

meek, so I asked if there was 

any way she could send me  

pictures of the car's engine and 

interior. I decided that if the car 

had any performance parts on it 

I would buy it.   

 She sent the pictures, and I 

saw that it had a Weber DCOE 

carburetor, so I was hooked. I 

called Audrey and struck a 

deal. She agreed to hold the car 

for two weeks if I sent her a 

check. 

Neuromancer, which I have as 

an audiobook.  (A great book 

by William Gibson.)   

 I figured I would get the Lo-

tus and be back in town for a 

late lunch with my friend Kilian 

who lives in Ashland. I had in 

my mind to have the car up on 

the trailer and tied down in 45 

minutes. I like to make deals 

with myself about how long I 

think tasks will take me.  I don't 

know why.  I'm weird. 

 I rolled through town and 

headed out into the unincorpo-

rated area of Central Point. 

Northern California and Oregon 

are so pretty. The whole place 

looks like a park. I cruised up 

the long, curvy, and also 

STEEP, drivewayðtruck, 

trailer and all. I was met at the 

top by an area which had been 
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clear on Google Earth but now was occupied by 

another trailer and three dead Jaguar cars.  

 I was not happy with Audrey, but I thought 

about my mom after my dad died. She was very 

overwhelmed by all his crap (cars, tractors, real es-

tate, etc.) and also by her sorrow. I smiled at Aud-

rey through my clinched teeth and ate lunch with 

her and set about getting the Jags to start.  I called 

Kilian who is a good friend (and who I think was 

waiting for me to ask for help). 

 I got the cars started (they all just had dead bat-

teries) and Audrey and I moved them. By that time, 

Kilian showed up in a much, much shorter truck. 

We unhooked my truck, and, using his short-bed 

truck, we had enough room to get in front of the 

Lotus and pull it up onto the trailer.  

 All -in-all, it took three hours and forty-five min-

utes! Maybe Carl did not want his Lotus to leave its 

resting place under the tree without a little struggle.  

 I hope he is happy, though, because I have 

54/1517 now, and I work on it diligently.  

 

 So in this picture of me in front of the Europa, I 

have been working in the sun for three hours and 

forty-five minutes, and I have been up since 4 

AM.  I'm whipped... but I got the car, and that 

makes it a happy ending/beginning.  
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Calendar 
Date Activity  Location 

March 4 SuperCar Sunday 
Lotus Marque Day 

Woodland Hills 

March 10 Breakfast/LCoSC LA 

March 14 Dinner/Meeting Sacramento 

March 17 Memberôs Social /  

Meeting 
Danville  

March 24-25 LCoSC Camping Death Valley 

March 28  Track Day Willows 

April 8 AutoX, Round #1 Marina 

April 14 Breakfast/LCoSC LA 

April 18 Dinner/Meeting Sacramento 

April 21 Memberôs Social /  

Meeting 
Castro Valley 

April 22 Queenôs English 
All British Car Show 

Van Nuys 

See www.gglotus.org for additional information 
about upcoming events. 

Scan to get current GGLC calen-

dar on your mobile device. 

                (continued on p. 6) 

GGLC 2018 AutoX 

Season Announced 
by Kiyoshi Hamai 

(Photos by David Anderson) 

 Have you noticed that the 

days are getting longer? Of 

course, that means the seasons 

are changing, but even more 

important these longer days are 

a sure sign that the 2018 GGLC 

Autocross season is drawing 

near. That, in turn, should re-

mind you to get that long over-

due winter ñtune-upò done be-

fore the season starts! 

 Think of it this way: there is 

no doubt that some genius is 

lurking inside your Lotus, and 

there is no time like the present 

to unleash and experience that 

ñgeniusò first-hand at a GGLC 

autocross. 

 The GGLC Autocross Series 

has been widely acclaimed by 

enthusiasts throughout the Bay 

Area, and for 2018 the series 

will again be ably led by Colm 

Gavin. In particular, for 2018, 

Colm has been able to schedule 

seven events beginning with the 

season opener on April 8.  

 All seven of the 2018 cur-

rently scheduled events will be 

held at our usual home location 

at the Marina Airport.  

 The Marina Airport site has 

a great and consistent driving 

surface of grippy concrete. The 

440 ft by 700 ft rectangular area 

lends itself to a variety of 

course layouts that will each 

provide a challenge to the 

driver. 

 We are also working on add-

ing an event that will be held at 

the old Crows Landing Air 

Base about 35 miles south of 

the I-580 / I-205 junction. 

Unlike the Marina site, the 

Crows site consists of two 

crossing 200 ft wide runways 

that are about 1 mile long! 
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(contôd. from p. 5) 

 Check out The Chapman 

Report and our website for 

more news and schedule up-

dates. 

 

Learn more about our events at 

http://www.gglotus.org/

ggautox/ggautox.htm. Then 

come join the fun!  

 

 

 

 

Current 2018 Schedule: 
Day    Date 

Sunday   April 8 

Saturday   June 2 

Sunday   July 1 

Saturday   July 28 

Sunday   August 26 

Saturday   September 22 

Sunday   October 21 

 

Annual GGLC 

BBQ Coming Soon 
by Mel Boss 

 Darlene and I have hosted 

the GGLC annual BBQ since 

2008, and we invite you all to 

attend this yearôs event on June 

9, 2018, (the second Saturday in 

June and the weekend before 

Fathersô Day). The timeframe 

for the social gathering and 

BBQ is 4 ï 10 PM, and the   

address is 100 Zephyr Place in 

Danville. 

 The menu has evolved over 

the years as we make an effort 

to satisfy all the likes, tastes and 

needs of our diverse club mem-

bers. Nevertheless, we have 

kept menu items that are clearly 

your favorites.  

Hereôs the current menu: 

Main courses:  

Grilled Tri -tip Sirloin  (in a 

beefy red wine sauce);  

Deep-fat Fried Turkey  (I like 

it crisp and juicy);  

Risotto-Stuffed Portobello 

Mushrooms (a vegetarian favor-

ite). 

Sides, Salads and Munchies: 

Caramelized Sweet Potatoes; 

Roasted Red Potatoes (with 

caramelized, sweet onions); 

Salad of Romaine and Bib Let-

tuces with various goodies in-

cluding home-made blue cheese 

dressing;  

Breads (Hawaiian rolls are the 

current favorite);  

Fresh/Organic Veggies, and, 

of course, Dips and Chips. 

 Although it's not required, if 

you would like to bring some-

thing to add to the menu we 

find desserts, veggie-sides and 

wines are good bets.  

http://www.gglotus.org/ggautox/ggautox.htm
http://www.gglotus.org/ggautox/ggautox.htm
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tion and work from a few vol-

unteers. Anyone interested 

should contact the club event 

coordinators Scott Hogben and/

or John Zender.  

 Some have asked why the 

BBQ is scheduled for a late af-

ternoon into the evening time-

frame? Well, May/June tem-

peratures in Danville are hard to 

predict. A few years ago, we 

shifted to this timeframe after a 

115°F mid-afternoon tempera-

ture in 2014ð

that was brutal.  

On the other 

hand, Danville-

area evenings 

can often be cool 

and comfortable. 

We have lots of 

lighting and 

comfortable 

places to sit and 

chat outside and 

in; so, feel free 

to stay a while 

after dinner.  

 

 RSVPs are 

not required, but 

I would appreci-

ate having a 

heads-up about 

your plans. You 

can email me at: 

bossmr2015-at- 

gmail.com.  

 Iôll stock the coolers with 

plenty of waters, soft drinks, 

beer (I like Sierra Nevada, 

soé), and Iôll also have some 

wines. 

 

 Some final notes, asides, re-

marks and wisecracks.  

 We have noted that atten-

dance at this event has declined 

in the recent past. Conse-

quently, we have wondered if 

we should maybe take a few 

years off after this year. In this 

way, the club can offer other 

options while building up an-

ticipation for a future BBQ. 

 Another possibility for in-

creasing attendance would be 

offering a pre-BBQ drive to 

Danville. But such a drive 

represents an additional effort 

that would take some organiza-
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Photo Gallery  
2018 Kick-off Events 
editor 

Thanks to: 
Jerry BasslerðAnti-football drive 

Mel BossðTurbo Hoses social 

Rita Satulovsky and David Ander-
sonðLaguna Seca track day 


